
Ways to Ask Your Kids ‘So How Was School Today?’ Without 
Asking Them ‘So How Was School Today?’ 

 
1. What was the best thing that happened at school today? (What was the 
worst thing that happened at school today?) 

2. Tell me something that made you laugh today. 

3. If you could choose, who would you like to sit by in class? Why? 

4. Where is the coolest place at the school? 

5. Tell me a weird word that you heard today. (Or something weird that 
someone said.) 

6. If I called your teacher tonight, what would she tell me about you? 

7. How did you help somebody today? 

8. How did somebody help you today? 

9. Tell me one thing that you learned today. 

10. When were you the happiest today? 

11. When were you bored today? 

12. If an alien spaceship came to your class and beamed someone up, who 
would you want them to take? 

13. Who would you like to play with at recess that you’ve never played with 
before? 

14. Tell me something good that happened today. 

15. What word did your teacher say most today? 

16. What do you think you should do/learn more of at school? 

17. What do you think you should do/learn less of at school? 



18. Who in your class do you think you could be nicer to? 

19. Where do you play the most at recess? 

20. Who is the funniest person in your class? Why is he/she so funny? 

21. What was your favorite part of lunch? 

22. If you got to be the teacher tomorrow, what would you do? 

23. If you could switch seats with anyone in the class, who would you trade 
with? Why? 

24. Tell me about three different times you used your pencil today at school. 

 

 

Another set of questions –  

The trick is to ask about things that are specific, but still open-ended. Move beyond "fine" and 
"nothing" by asking your child to describe his world. It's also great to start the conversation with 
an anecdote from your own day. Try one of these conversation-starters: 

1. Tell me about the best part of your day. 
  

2. What was the hardest thing you had to do today? 
  

3. Did any of your classmates do anything funny? 
  

4. Tell me about what you read in class. 
  

5. Who did you play with today? What did you play? 
  

6. Do you think math [or any subject] is too easy or too hard? 
  

7. What's the biggest difference between this year and last year? 
  

8. What rules are different at school than our rules at home? Do you think they're fair? 
  

9. Who did you sit with at lunch? 
  

10. Can you show me something you learned (or did) today? 



24 CONVERSATION STARTERS FOR AFTER SCHOOL 

• Tell me about the best part of your day. 
• What was the hardest thing you had to do today? 
• Did any of your classmates do anything funny? 
• Tell me about what you read in class. 
• Who did you play with today? What did you play? 
• Do you think math [or any subject] is too easy or too hard? 
• What’s the biggest difference between this year and last year? 
• What rules are different at school than our rules at home? Do you think they’re fair? 
• Who did you sit with at lunch? 
• Can you show me something you learned (or did) today? 
• Which story did your teacher read to the class today? 
• What was your favorite part of the story? 
• What was [insert another child’s name] favorite part of the story? 
• What does your teacher have planned this week? 
• What are you looking forward to at school tomorrow? 
• What has been your most favorite activity this year (ask this at various points 

throughout the year)? 
• What was your favorite part of your day? 
• Did you get frustrated with anything at school today? 
• Were you able to finish all of your work today? 
• Do you have any questions that maybe your teacher couldn’t answer? 
• What did you have for lunch (or, snack)? 
• Who did you sit by during lunch? What did you all talk about? 
• Who did you play with today? 
• What are your friends doing this weekend? 

 
 
 
 

 


